Chapter 6The

Venereal Miasms

We have now seen the full range of remedies to vhiahnemann
had access to combat the disease symptoms remaifierghe had
‘cleared' the psoric miasm with Sulphur. What emérgfter the
administration of Sulphur was frequently a layevehereal disease.
As has already been remarked, Hahnemann himsetéewegy little
about the venereal miasms syphilis and sycosisigthdie had been
one of the first to identify them as sources ofoctic diseasé. It
remained for later homeopaths to flesh out hisrhegth respect to
the influence of these two great chronic diseashigh appear to have
been almost as out of control in mid-nineteenthwgrParis as is Aids
in the late twentieth century.

In the 1840s Georg Jahr wrote of his surprisetisateacher had not
completely developed his theories with regard &dhronic effect of
venereal diseases, and conjectured that this wesube he had not
seen the widespread devastation they wrought ange kcity? This was
indeed probably true until Hahnemann went to Paxis,through his
casebooks we can see for ourselves how much heovdsonted
there with the misery these diseases brought tergat Despite his
not having developed the theory completely, muciHahnemann's
practical work in Paris was devoted to freeing psients from the
symptoms of venereal disease, which often ovenlagxacerbated the
simpler symptoms of psora.

Countless patients appear suffering either fromtvidi@ow iden-
tified as gonorrhoea, with its well-known burningne and gleety
discharge, or from the chancres and ulceratiosypiilis, or from the
far more subtle effects of latent syphilis relatedhe chancre which
they confessed to having once had. In fact, thediseases were not

adequately differentiated at this time and tendn&rge into one in
patients' descriptions.
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SYPHILISAND SYCOSIS

We can already discern the active presence of Eyplaind sycotic
miasms from the frequency with which remedies aatet with these
conditions were prescribed, even in the abseneefolly developed
theory with respect to these two miasms. Once Hahne had cleared
the psoric miasm with Sulphur, he often found wajtithere a
ready-made syphilitic layer, a layer of venereakdse, or a layer of
the mercurial treatment for it. (It is frequentlard to distinguish
between disease and treatment.) In nearly evesy lwasvas obliged
to use one of the major antimercurial or syphilittanedies. The
remedies he used most frequently therefore wereaheopolychrests
we know so well today, but remedies like Aluminasafoetida,
Aurum, Cinnabar, Clematis, Hepar Sulph., MercuSatubilis, Nitric
Acid, Platina, Staphysagria - remedies given ipoase to ulceration,
caries, necrosis of the bone, paralysis and slidekpair. Next came
Agnus Castus, Cannabis, Cantharis, Copaiva, Phtnase Senega,
Selenium and Thuja, remedies to combat the endgoniorrhoea and
the endless genito-urinary disturbances which \tereeirs. These are
the remedies with which Hahnemann treated manjsafdses.

The frequent use of Hepar Sulph., Mercurius Sakibihd Cinnabar
is particularly marked. Hepar Sulphuris Calcareusvin some
respects a remedy which bridged the psoric andilgyplstates.
Nowadays the remedy seems to be thought of asipiedotly psoric,
containing, as it does, elements of the two gratipsorics Sulphur
and Calcarea Carbonica. However, in this earlyogesi homeopathy
it was clearly perceived as a major remedy forsygghilitic/mercurial
miasm. Inflammation, swelling, suppuration, bubagseration, draw-
ing pains and bleeding are prominent in its contauy symptom
picture, and it was known as being useful for 'esihsequences from
the abuse of mercuryit was a remedy with which Hahnemann might
sometimes open a case in preference to Sulphur.

Dr Quin, for instance, who had already taken afatemedies for
his arthritis and asthma by the time he consultatifté¢mann, was
given first Hepar Sulph., then Sulphur, then CiraraMr William
Leaf had, amongst other remedies, Hepar Sulphghatansiderably
ameliorated his skin eruption. Dr Des Guidi had &tegulph. followed
by Mercurius Solubilis, for his digestive problemscompanied by
copious diarrhoea.

The suppurative qualities of Hepar Sulph. were apfireciated. It
was repeatedly prescribed to Mme Deville, who w#tesing from
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a chronically swollen and painful arm caused by dpplication of
leeches. It was also a remedy frequently indicd¢edhe suppura-
tive stage of phthisical complaints. M. Lascour tedn coughing
and spitting for a long time when he first visitdte Hahnemanns.
When he developed pain and inflammation in alljtiets, suffocat-
ing feelings on walking and ascending, along witffialilt respira-
tion, Hahnemann prescribed Hepar Sulph. M. Lecpemether young
man suffering from phthisis, was given a lot of ejBulph., with
some success, as the disease entered its suppusigtiye. The remedy
was also used in less serious cases: when Miles8ales came with
swollen and suppurating sub-maxillary glands aniafphglands in
the breast, Hahnemann began prescribing with H8phrh. and con-
tinued with this, despite the patient's feelinghwsiter. Eighteen days
later there was a slight improvement and after fiseeks the glands
had improved and remained better. Mme Aubertin wtsto alternate
the remedy with Nux Vomica when she had a catafevat?

Mercurius Solubilis was also commonly used, anceigiwhat we
have seen about the extent of syphilis and merpaigoning in
Hahnemann's day, it is clear why it should havenbeeeded
frequently. Hahnemann had, in fact, noted the sinty of its
symptoms to those of syphilis a year before he mie same
connection between the symptoms of malaria andachisa symptom
picture is one that was commonly seen among higrgat general
restlessness, nightly tearing pains, debility ammékness, ulceration
and inflammation generally, inflammation and indima of glands,
copious saliva, sweating and discharges, painfulebo He often
prescribed it when a lot of allopathic mercury thegn used in a case,
or when the patient admitted to having had, andpsegsed, a
syphilitic chancre. Hahnemann seemed to have peefehowever, to
wait until such a suppressed chancre reappeardbeircourse of
treatment, rather than to prescribe for it autocadifi as he did with
Sulphur. It was also used in response to transiedtacute symptoms
from its picture: Mme Grisenoi, for instance, waseg Mercurius
Solubilis when she had a fever with a little frissevery other night
without thirst or sweat but with heat.

Very occasionally other mercurial remedies weredudédercurius
Corrosivus (called Mercurius Sublimatus by Hahnemawas
preferred in the case of Mme Leloir, who sufferedni sporadic
paralysis of larynx, throat and eyelids and thegdits of the right hand.
Mme Leloir was given Mercurius Sublimatus when abbbrn sore
throat, itching in the ears and swollen tonsilsadigyed. This condition
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persisted and eventually over a long period thepsyms of paralysis
appeared; Mercurius Sublimatus was prescribed duiguently,
intercalated among other remedies having symptohmialysis.
From Boenninghausen's contemporsigteria Medico it is clear that
the paralytic symptoms of Mercurius Corrosivus wearach more
appreciated at the time than those of MercuriusitSlig. Mercurius
Vivus was used very occasionally and was given,efaample, to
Marion Russell, deliberately substituted for M&ablimatus.

Cinnabar was frequently used although it was neteli-known
remedy at this time. Boenninghausen does not iadluid hisMateria
Medico, and Jahr reports that it had only been employednaga
'sycotic excrescences'. Hahnemann however hadgitand his use
of it anticipates Clarke's later comment thatatresponds to sycosis
as well as to syphili§'Prominent symptoms are ulceration, bleeding
warts and chancres, severe shooting pains, edgewialnd the eye,
and redness of the whole eye.

Hahnemann prescribed the remedy for Dr Quin, orb#sss of the
specific Cinnabar symptom of ‘rheumatic pain irhtiggnee joint,
worse when walking, better at réstiespite having repertorised four
other symptoms which did not produce a single nwanof this
remedy. Here he was presumably also respondinguto'shistory
of venereal disease. When Hahnemann prescribeda@anrio Mr
Campbell, the 'venereal' pustules on his face begariear. Mme
Leloir was given Cinnabar on the basis of the itepised symptom of
leucorrhoedfleurs blanches). However, by the time it was prescribed
for her she was suffering from intermittent semigbgsis of various
parts, including the eyelids, and her gums had egubleed. The
Cinnabar improved the paralysis a little (thoughdid not affect the
leucorrhoea), and the remedy was continued for ilewBiome time
later Hahnemann again began to prescribe it incuesge with
Mercurius Solubilis and Phosphoric Acid when theapgis had
become the dominant symptom in her condition.

Mr. Lyster was prescribed Cinnabar extensively inumber of
different potencies. The initial prescription waada on the basis of
lancinating pains in the heart, although he aldtesed greatly from
some of the effects of venereal disease — goutyitertand amaurosis;
the remedy helped. M. Musard was prescribed itret point and
temporarily, at least, the pain in his liver wemtay 'because of
the Cinnabar’, as Hahnemann noted with pleasuthercasebook
(page 187). Mme Deville was given Cinnabar for gjusbme time,
probably on account of the lancinating pain assediith the nodes
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in her swollen arm. Mme Durien had suffered froordoul eureux for a
long time and finally improved on the remedy. Tlasabook notes say
that 'she is less well on the days when she dagskethe Cinnabar'.

Many of the other remedies which Hahnemann useglLifnetly in
these casebooks also have a symptom picture whizhgy reflects
the effects of syphilis or mercury poisoning: refeedvith affinities to
the nervous system were probably far more commosdd then than
now. Frequently encountered are: Agaricus, Alumiwabra Grisea,
Arnica, Camphor, Causticum, Cocculus Indicus, CanilCuprum
Metallicum, Guaiacum, Laurocerasus, Oleander, rlatand Zincum
Metallicum.

Because 'nervous' conditions were so common, Haanerhad
often to call on unusual, rare or new remedieseial @ith intractable
conditions, so we also find the following remediesasionally used in
this context: Aethusa, Argentum, Chelidonium, Calaim, Colocyn-
this, Indigo, Magnetis Polus Arcticus, Magnetis WBolAustralis,
Manganum, Menyanthes, Mezereum, Spigelia and \aleri

Lord Elgin (of Marbles fame) had been one of Hahaen's earliest
patients, and he remained so until he died in 18&lsuffered from
serious damage to his nervous system as the resutfiercury
treatment. He was given a great number of remeulies the years,
including Ambra Grisea, Asafoetida, Camphor, Causti, Conium,
Nux Vomica, Oleander, Opium, Platina, Ruta, Stann8taphysagria
and Zincum, as well as the newer remedies: Aetludggo and both
poles of the magnet.

Lord Elgin seems to have been one of the few patitm whom
Hahnemann prescribed Indigo in the casebooks. $terakorted to the
use of magnets with this patient alone. In desjmsratver his neural-
gic pain, Lord Elgin was instructed to apply thegmet in the region of
the fourth to sixth dorsal vertebrae at a distawfciur or five finger
breadths from the body, touching the painful pladdh one of the
poles for as long as was necessary. He had anpinhabgravation
from the North Pole but got some relief from theutBoPole on the
following day. Although a faithful follower of horogathy, Lord Elgin
does not seem to have done its cause much goaddighosition of
his symptoms to aggravate under treatment attraattedtion, and a
contemporary memoir notes how he was in constaint ¢ghae to the
action of homeopathic remedies!

Mme Leloir, the early stages of whose case we h&ready looked
at (see pages 54-6), was another frequent vigitavteom Hahnemann
had the opportunity to try out a number of remedi#sen she had
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consulted the Hahnemanns early in their time insPdre complained
of digestive problems. Under treatment, it seerasdh old suppressed
condition gradually began to re-establish itseifwihich her gullet,
eyelids and fingers became paralysed for diffefgngths of time.
Sometimes she could not lift things, sometimes atdd not talk
because she lost the use of her tongue, frequemghhad difficulty in
swallowing.

Hahnemann gave Sulphur of course, intermittentlyt &lso
prescribed Arnica, Phosphoric Acid, Mercurius Suhlius, Phos-
phorus, Cinnabar, Carbo Animalis, Antimonium Crudama Oleander
in succession. He also tried Laurocerasus. He filpesicArnica with
some success after repertorising the single sympmiblparalysis',
which yielded: 'Caust, kali phos, stannum, sulptampra, arnica,
colchicum, lachesis, laurocerasus, oleand, plumipaih,ruta.’

Wherever possible, Hahnemann sought confirming aclauristic
symptoms, so, for example, when he prescribed Qégatio the same
patient, he did so on the confirmatory symptonirefjuent eructations
ameliorate: Oleand, natrum mur'. He later presdrleosphoric Acid
on the more particularising symptom of 'openingtred eyelids' and
'belching of air in the night', and also on the piom of 'her ear often
hurts while eating’. Alumina was prescribed whenaddition to her
apparent paralytic symptoms, Mme Leloir disclosedt ther stool,
always difficult, was now like sheep-droppings.

Of course these remedies had other applicationsy T¥ere not
confined to use in this area of 'nervous’ compmainhose general
characteristics most clearly matched the generblth® remedies.
Hahnemann would frequently use them in quite atbeditions where
a characteristic symptom gave him the clue to do so

Yet other commonly used remedies reflect the syqmiiterns laid
down by gonorrhoea. Hahnemann was already begirtainge Thuja
in situations where there was a more generalisedtisypicture than
the mere presence of gonorrhoea. He often succesitledt where
Cinnabar had seemed indicated but was not compleffgctive. For
example, Mme Bournichon, whose symptoms had imptady a
little on Cinnabar, improved hugely on a long sewugeof prescrip-
tions of Thuja, and she remained well for severahtims. M. Dupont,
who had a black spot in front of his eye, had b&eated with
Cinnabar and Nitric Acid without effect, but impeal/ considerably in
himself after Thuja (although the black spot gggket).

Other 'sycotic' remedies displayed the well-knowmgtoms
affecting the urinary tract: Agnus Castus, Cann8bilsva, Cantharis,
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Clematis, Copaiva, Petroselinum, Sarsaparilla aagrum. Many
patients had problems of this kind and were treaiithl a sequence of
appropriate remedies. We have already met Mr LystBo had long-
standing problems arising from a venereal diseaggpressed by
mercury. He suffered from attacks of gout which everormally
presaged by gonorrhoea! discharges. Hahnemannnuasiyp treated
the discharge phase of the attack with a numbelifighent remedies,
including Clematis and Selenium.

There were many other patients in a similar ststeRauert was
treated with Cannabis, Thuja and Selenium for a@umrent gonorr-
hoea! discharge. Mr Charles French, a 29-year-olgligh teacher, had
a fissure in the urethra which had been cauterisdalso had a
history of gonorrhoea. He had had hydrotherapyhleg and various
medications. He was prescribed Selenium and Clemiatidy Elgin
was given Petroselinum when she was suffering foomnming urine,
and M. Framin was successfully prescribed AgnuguSas

Although such remedies were commonly prescribedcéoditions
affecting the genito-urinary system, it would bensstake to think
that their use was entirely restricted to such ¢oos. Selenium,
for instance, was used in toothache, while Cannafais frequently
effective in respiratory affections. Sarsaparillaswused in cases of
rheumatism.

Rheumatism, arthritis and gout were common aftézet$ of
venereal disease and remedies with affinities botgoand muscles
were therefore constantly called upon. Chief amtmgse were:
Bryonia, Causticum, Colocynthis, Conium, GuaiacuRlatina,
Spigelia, Rhus Tox. and Ruta. Other remedies wistereeeded though
less frequently: Antimonium Crudum, Aurum Metallioy Camphor,
Clematis, Colchicum, Dulcamara, Ledum Palustre, ¢#aoum,
Oleander, Saponinum and Senega.

The sculptor M. Auguste was given a successioruoi semedies.
Hahnemann opened with Hepar Sulph. and then preddedorescribe
remedies more specifically related to his conditimeiuding Sepia,
Platina, Causticum and Rhus Tox., until he gragiuatbroved. Once
more Mr Lyster's case provides us with numerousngias of the use
of such remedies. He had gout and amaurosis asisegoence of
syphilis and its treatments, and was given a ssamef remedies
including Guaiacum, Strontium, Cannabis, Conium¢hesis, Ruta,
Colchicum, Spigelia, Oleander, Selenium, CinnabBnryja and
Calcarea Carbonica. General Baudraud, aged 68 tvadinst came,
had gout worse for walking and for riding at fagtean walking pace.
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He had benefited from allopathic colchicum and ma&#her allopathic
remedies. Hahnemann treated him basically with t8ulpRhus Tox.
and sac lac and an occasional dose of Aconite whertiee pain was
acute and severe. In the later stages he occabiogate him
Staphysagria, Causticum and Rhododendron.

Once again we must be clear that, although thesergéstates
might be those which most commonly called for stmimedies, the
remedies would be used in quite other conditionthéf symptoms
agreed. So for instance, as we have seen earliee Mloir had a pain
in her kidneys which improved on Rhus Tox. It wadght-sided pain,
better lying on the left side. It improved if shalked about for part
of the night. After taking Rhus Tox. for a whileeskdeveloped an
erysipelatous eruption with a burning face, but ¥ery well in herself
with a general amelioration of symptoms.

Respiratory complaints were extremely common amblagne-
mann's patients, and even in the absence of wiggit dioé called firm
diagnoses it is clear that these had become inogggprevalent.
There is scarcely a single patient who does nog lgeblems to do
with throat, chest or lungs. These complaints rdnigem the sore
throats and strained vocal chords of the many sieiod singers among
the patients, through asthma and bronchitis toidflgrhthisis (or
consumption), as that disease took a stronger ¢wlthe community
(in Hahnemann's time it had not yet reached itk)pea

Phthisis and the related scrofula are now regal@edeparate
diseases, the former deriving from infection Mycobacterium tuber-
culosis and the latter from infection byycobacterium bovis. The
entry point for the former is normally through ttesspiratory tract, for
the latter through the alimentary tract. Scrofolace called the King's
Evil, was characterised by swellings of the lympides or glands,
which seemed to distinguish it from phthisis with ¢ough, fever and
emaciation. However scrofulous children were obséreften to
develop tuberculosis, and autopsies sometimes lesi/¢laat patients
with phthisis had extensive swelling of the lymgangls, so there was
assumed to be a relationship between the two donslitDiseases that
we call cancer were also included in the definitadrphthisis at this
time. The swollen glands, difficult respiration,obtly sputum and
eventual death which was the common fate of contuenpatients are
often met with in these casebooks, and often ineptg with a
scrofulous history (scrofula was normally a diseafsehildhood).

A variety of remedies was called upon to treatqrd$i with such
conditions. Common were: Ammonium Carbonicum, Amman
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Muriaticum, Arsenicum Album, Bryonia Alba, Camphpf@annabis,
Capsicum, Causticum, Drosera, Dulcamara, Ipecaeydnjtopodium
Clavatum, Mercurius Solubilis, Phosphorus, Rhus.,T8pongia Tosta
and Stannum.

Newer remedies were tried occasionally, often lrentise hopeless
cases: Auto, Isopath, Orpiment (Auripigmentum), @uyiatic Acid,
Ozaena and Phellandrium. Psoricum was given oneguftulus
Bulbosus and Ranunculus Sceleratus were both ussionally, as
were Rhododendron, Squilla, Sulphuric Acid and \ésdum.

Mile St. Ouen was given Arsenicum, Lycopodium atdn8um in
succession for her chronic chest condition. Aftee Stannum she
developed a great sensitivity in the chest. Sheletter, had little
expectoration and cough, but still had a littleefievat night. After
Orpiment 30c she was much better, to Hahnemannsisel (he put
" in the margin). Her fever, expectoration asensitivity of the
chest all diminished. Hahnemann continued to pitesd@rpiment in
the 24th potency and she continued to make googrgse until she
developed a fever, whereupon he administered Aeouittil the
fever subsided, followed by Causticum, prescribdtenvhis patient
mentioned that she coughed much more while talkidgusticum
improved the cough a little.

M. Lecointe was an engaging young man about towo Wwad
clearly succumbed to phthisis. He was prescribegaH&ulph. for a
long time, then Causticum, then China. He was muogroved after
China for a while, but then flagged and developecomeal ulcer.
Hahnemann turned to Isopath twice daily, whichatéd a temporary
improvement. He also used Oxymuriatic Acid 30c, lsacand Phos-
phorus. There was some improvement and Hahnemaarted to the
use of Isopath in several different potencies. Ecdinte continued to
improve, but eventually stopped coming while stilompletely cured.

Looking at the remedies in this way brings intousdhe relation-
ship between phthisis and syphilis, because werspeatedly a
relation between those remedies which are indicatedercurial or
syphilitic affections and those which are indicaiadphthisis. The
tubercular miasm can be seen clearly emerging.





